BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE FELLOWSHIP

Second Corinthians

Lesson Three
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Answer Key

Please memorize the following verse and be prepared to write it out at the end of this lesson.
“And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” (2 Corinthians 12:9– KJV).

Which Bible version are you using to do this lesson?  _______________________________________

CHAPTER ELEVEN
FALSE APOSTLES AND PAUL’S SUFFERING FOR THE SAKE OF THE MINISTRY
Read 2 Corinthians 11: 1-16 _____________ Check

Note:  Apparently there were individuals that had gone to Corinth posing as apostles and challenged Paul’s authority as well as his personal integrity.  In this chapter Paul exposes these men for who they are (vs. 13) and speaks of the personal suffering which he has experienced as a testimony of the sincerity of his service to Christ (vss. 16-33).

1.  (vs. 2)  What do you think Paul means by this verse?  __Paul would like them to be pure and holy_________

to be presented to God in a way that brings glory to Him  (Answers will vary)_______________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  (vs. 3)  What was Paul’s fear for the Corinthians?  __That they would be led astray (their minds would be___

corrupted – KJV)__________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  (vs. 4)  Compare this verse with Galatians 1:6-9.  What warning does Paul give the Galatians regarding those 

that preach another gospel than what Paul preached?  __They should be eternally condemned_____________

(cursed – KJV)____________________________________________________________________________
4.  (vs. 13)  How does Paul describe the false apostles?  __Deceitful workers masquerading as (transforming __

into – KJV) apostles of Christ._______________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  (vs. 14)  How can  Satan present himself?  __As an angel of light_____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Read 2 Corinthians 11: 16-33 _____________ Check

6.  (vss. 16-21)  What is Paul scolding the Corinthians for in these verses?  __For being willing to put up with___

(suffer – KJV) fools________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Note:  The individuals that Paul is referring to in this passage are probably the same false apostles he is speaking about in verse 13.
7.  (vss. 22-23)  List four qualifications that the false apostles claim which Paul can also say about himself.

1.  __A Hebrew__________________________________________________________

2.  __An Israelite_________________________________________________________

3.  __A descendent (of the seed of – KJV) Abraham____________________________


4.  __A servant (minister – KJV) of Christ____________________________________
8.  (vs. 23)  Paul lists four types of hardships he has endured for the sake of the gospel.  List them here.

1.  __He has worked harder (labours more abundant – KJV)____________________

2.  __In prison more frequently (in prisons more frequent – KJV)________________


3.  __flogged more severely (stripes above measure – KJV)______________________


4.  __Exposed to death again and again (in deaths oft – KJV)____________________
Note: In verses 24-27 Paul describes in detail the kind of suffering he endured for the sake of the gospel.  Take some time to read through this list and then meditate on what Paul and other heroes of the faith have endured so that we may know the good news of Christ and the message of salvation by grace.  Say a prayer of thanksgiving to the Lord for such faithful and dedicated servants.
9.  (vs. 28)  What further burden does Paul bear?  __The care for the churches_____________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

10.  (vs. 31)  Read Acts 9:23-25 for the story of Paul’s escape from Damascus.  ________ Check
CHAPTER TWELVE
PAUL DESCRIBES VISIONS AND REVELATIONS

Read 2 Corinthians 12: 1-10 _____________ Check

Note:  In 2 Corinthians 12:1-6 Paul is describing an event in which, by revelation, God allowed Paul a glimpse into the heavenly realm.  Although he writes as if it was another person that experienced this, he says in verse 7 that it was he that had this experience.
1.  (vs. 1)  What is Paul now going to discuss?  __Visions and revelations_________________________________
2.  (vs. 2)  How long before Paul was writing this letter did this experience take place?  __14 years ago__________
Note:  If we assume the dating of this letter to be about 54-58 AD then this vision took place between 40-44 AD.  Saul of Tarsus (who later came to be known as Paul the Apostle) probably became a believer in Jesus Christ around 36 or 37 AD (Acts 9: 1-17).  We also know that he spent 3 years in Damascus (Galatians 1:17-18).  Therefore, this vision probably took place sometime while Paul was near the end of his time in Damascus, while he was in his home town of Tarsus (Galatians 1:21; Acts 11:25) or when he was in Antioch (Acts 11:26), before he embarked on his first missionary journey.
3.  (vs. 2)  Where was Paul taken in this journey?  __The third heaven___________________________________
Note:  The Jews believed the universe was divided into three realms beyond the earth.  The first heaven was the sky and atmosphere around us, the second heaven was outer space – the place of the moon and stars, and the third heaven was the dwelling place of God.
4.  (vss. 2-3)  Did Paul know if he was transported to the third heaven in or out of his body?  ______Yes  __X__No
5.  (vs. 4)  What other name does Paul give to the place in which he was taken?  __Paradise___________________
6.  (vs. 4)  What did Paul experience during this vision?  __He heard things which he was not permitted to_____

repeat___________________________________________________________________________________
7.  (vs. 7)  What was Paul given so that he would not become conceited about the revelations he had received? ___

A thorn in the flesh________________________________________________________________________
Note:  No one is certain what Paul’s thorn in the flesh was.  Some believe it might have been a problem with his eyes or perhaps it was physical disability as a result of the many beatings and depravations he experienced.  Others have suggested that the thorn in the flesh was those people that challenged his ministry and discredited his apostleship.  It probably was a physical ailment.
8.  (vs. 7)  Who was the source of this problem that Paul had and what impact did it have on him?  __It was a____

messenger of Satan that was sent to torment (buffet – KJV) him.__________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
9.  (vs. 8)  What did Paul ask the Lord to do about the thorn and how many times did he pray about it?  __________

He asked the Lord to take it away from him three times__________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
10. (vs. 9)  What was God’s response to Paul’s prayer?  __He did not take away the thorn but rather he told ___

Him, “My grace is sufficient for you, and my power is made perfect in (your) weakness.”______________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Note:  This is one of the most important passages in the Bible about unanswered prayer.  It is clear from this verse that it is not always God’s will to give us what we ask for.  God knows what we need and what is best for us.  At times we need to learn to accept our circumstances and learn to rely on the power of God’s grace to take us through the situations we find ourselves in.
11. (vs. 9)  Why does Paul boast (glory – KJV) in his weakness (infirmities – KJV)?  __So that the power of____

Christ would rest on him.___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

12. (vs. 10)  “When I am __weak_______________ then I am _strong______________.”
PERSONAL COMMENTS BY PAUL
Read 2 Corinthians 12: 11-21 _____________ Check

Note:  In 2 Corinthians 12:11-21 Paul makes several personal comments regarding a variety of topics related to his ministry to the Corinthian believers.  He once again was defending his apostleship and the sincerity of his work against the accusations of false apostles.  He also is preparing them for his plan to visit them for a third time and he reminds them that he never took their money, but was only interested in sharing God’s Word with them.
1.  (vs.12)  What does Paul say are the marks (signs- KJV) of an apostle?  __Signs and wonders_______________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  (vs. 14)  Including the trip that Paul is planning, how many visits did he make to Corinth?  _Three___________
3.  (vss. 14-18)  In your own words, describe why you think Paul is so concerned that the Corinthians are reminded

that he took no money from them.  __(Answers will vary, accept anything that seems reasonable)  It is ____

probably because the false apostles were accusing him of trying to preach the gospel for money________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
4.  (vss. 20-21)  What is Paul worried will be the situation he will find when he visits Corinth?  __He is worried__

that he will find many of the same sin problems among the Corinthians that he had written to them____

about.  (Answers will vary somewhat)_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
CHAPTER THIRTEEN
FINAL WARNINGS

Read 2 Corinthians 13: 1-14 _____________ Check

1.  (vs. 1)  What principle does Paul use to explain his need to make a third trip to Corinth?  __On the testimony_

of two or three witnesses all things should be established_________________________________________
2.  (vs. 2)  What will be Paul’s attitude toward those that have sinned but did not repent?  __He will not spare____

them_____________________________________________________________________________________
3.  (vs. 3-4)  How does Christ work among us?  __With great power.____________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
4.  (vs. 4)  Explain how the principles in this verse compare with those expressed in 2 Corinthians 12: 9-10. ____

Both passages say that in our weakness Christ’s power is made evident.__________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  Can you give a personal example of a time when Christ’s power was able to work through your weakness?

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
6.  (vs. 5)  What instructions does Paul give to the Corinthians?  __They are to examine themselves to determine

whether or not they are in the faith.___________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
7.  (vs. 5)  If we are in the faith (we believe the gospel) where is Christ?  __He is in us_______________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Note:  This is an important verse that reinforces the fact that we have a divine indwelling.  In this case the emphasis is upon Christ indwelling us, however, this is done through the Holy Spirit, who is identified in other places with Christ and the Father.  In that sense when one member of the Trinity indwells us we are indwelt by all.  Read the following passages that speak of the indwelling of the believer by God, Christ and the Holy Spirit.  Romans 8:9-11; Galatians 2:20; Ephesians 3:17; 1 Corinthians 6:19; 1 Corinthians 3:16; 2 Corinthians 1:22; 2 Corinthians 5:5; 2 Corinthians 6:16; Ephesians 1:13; Ephesians 2:21-22; 2 Timothy 1:14.
8.  (vs. 9 and vs. 11)  What is Paul’s prayer for the Corinthians?  __That they be perfect (mature)_____________

_________________________________________________________________________________________
9.  (vs. 10)  For what purpose was Paul given authority (power – KJV)  __For the building up (edification – KJV)

of the believers____________________________________________________________________________
10.  (vs. 14)  How is the truth of the Trinity (one God in three Persons) expressed in this final benediction?  ______

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with them__

_________________________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________________________

Write 2 Corinthians 12:9 from memory on the lines below.

____“ And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness.

Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________
Use the space below for any questions or comments:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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